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Salafi Jihadists on the Issue of Near Enemy
(Muslim countries' rulers) with Emphasis on
Verse 23 of Chap. Al-Tawbah

Ali Akbar Lutfi / Mahdi Farmaniyan

The Jihadi Salafism, a group that considered armed struggle as the
only way to spread Islam, relies on verse 123 of chapter al-Tawbah
to offer a new interpretation of enemy without taking notice of
other Quranic verses. They consider the rulers of Muslim countries
as enemies and manifestations of the above holy verse. They are of
the view that fighting those rulers is mandatory. This interpretation
of the verse had not been seen from any interpreter and exegete
until Abdus Salam Faraj. He is the first person to offer this
interpretation. Takfiris are of the view that Muslim rulers are the
near enemies of Islam because of their heretic practices as well as
due to their being agents of the unbelievers. This issue can be
criticized from three angles: 1-The rulers of Muslim countries are
not infidels; 2. The rulers are not enemies of Islam; 3. The Jihadi
Salafists' view is against the Book, Sunnah and normative conduct
of Muslims. In addition, verses and narrations which call on
Muslims to adopt reconciliation, and forbid them from armed
struggle against rulers are opposed to this perception of Takfiri
Salafists. It is therefore, necessary to define Jihadi Salafsim with
reliance on verses and traditions as well as to offer the correct
opinion in our treatment with the rulers of Muslim countries.
Keywords: Jihadi Salafism, near enemy, ruler, Islamic countries,
verse 123 of Al-Tawbah
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beliefs considering many Muslims as infidels because of not
adhering to it. According to them, any act of compassion, kindness
and cooperation is tantamount to going out of the fold of Islam.
The killings and massacre of Muslims is one of the evil
consequences of this belief. The incorrectness of considering al-
wala' wal-bara' as a principle, the permissibility of showing love
and cooperating with non-Muslims and the emphasis that Islam
places on showing kindness and sympathy to non-Muslims are the
most important criticisms facing the Takfiri groups' opinion.
Keywords: Al-wala' wal-bara’, love and hatred, excommunication
(takfir), Jihadi Salafism

Characteristics of Soul after Death as
Viewed by Salafism

Mustafa Abdullah Zadeh / Sayyid Mahdi Alizadeh Musavi

Salafists and Wahabis have not offered a special definition of soul.
It was only Ibn Qayyim who defined soul as a luminous object. All
Salafists and Wahabis maintain that soul is alive after death and
that the souls of true believers and martyrs shall be in Paradise and
they will be reunited with the bodies as and when God wills. Most
of the Salafists hold that the dead hear the salam extended to them,
and have knowledge of those who visit them. That is because a
greeting is extended to someone who has knowledge and
perception. However, some other Wahabi scholars like Albani
believe that the dead do not hear the greetings. As well, when it
comes to the sawab of reciting the Quran, most Salafists including
Ibn Taymiyyah and lbn Qayyim say that the dead will be benefited
by the recitation of the Quran. On the contrary, some others
including Ibn al-Uthaymeen and Albani assert that the reward of
the recitation of the Quran will not reach the dead and that this
practice is basically a bid'ah (innovation).

Keywords: soul, death, Salafsim, Wahabism, Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn
Qayyim, Ibn al-Uthaymeen, Albani



A Study of Idolatry Polytheism in
Intercession

Hussein Qazi Zadeh / Hasan Zia Towhidi

The first accusation leveled against Muslims who have not
accepted Wahabism is deification of something or someone other
than Allah. They have taken recourse to different reasons which
can be summed up into two explanations. First, they have made use
of analogy (qgiyas) in a way such that polytheists are the main group
as compared to Muslims who are viewed as a secondary group.
They extend to Muslims the rules which apply to polytheists.
Second, they use du'a and its relationship with worship. These two
explanations also apply to intercession and shirk of the polytheists
are said to be because of worshipping their deities from whom they
seek intercession. Since seeking intercession is a kind of request or
du'a, it is therefore considered to be an act of worship and it is
counted as deification of someone other than God. But these two
explanations are faced with multiple problems because Muslims'
behaviors are different from those of polytheists in three ways. The
request made from an idol or to consider the intercessor
(intermediary) as an independent cause and to worship him as a
deity are the main differences of idolatrous and non-idolatrous
practices. The second is also contradicted by the very fact that
people turn to one another for help in their lives and also some
companions sought help from the dead. In fact, seeking
intercession is not counted as deification of the intercessor because
he who seeks intercession does not intend to consider the
intercessor as his deity.

Keywords: seeking intercession, Wahabism, idolatry polytheism,
du‘a, worship.

A Study of Salafi View Concerning Al-Wala'
wal-Bara'

Rasul Chegini / Mustafa Sultani

Al-wala' wa-I-bara’ is a concept in Islam, literally meaning "loyalty
and disavowal”, which signifies loving and hating. Jihadi Salafists
believe in this concept and consider it as one of the fundamental
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A Critical Assessment of Muhammad b.
Salih al-Uthaymeen's Arguments Denying
Metaphors in Quran

Sa'eid Salmani / Muhammad Mu'einifar

Denying the presence metaphors in the Quran and in Arabic
language is one of the fundamental beliefs of Salafism. This belief
plays a critical role in many beliefs including interpretation of
divine attributes in the Holy Quran. In his various works,
Muhammad b. Salih al-Uthaymeen who is one of the contemporary
prominent Salafi and Wahabi muftis, has denied the presence of
metaphors rejecting the arguments of those who admit and accept
them. Arguments such as a lack of figurative use of words by the
predecessors and the permissibility of detaching verses from
specific meanings are some reasons which have caused Ibn al-
Uthaymeen to follow Ibn Qayyim in considering metaphor a kind
taghut leading to distortion of the verses of the Quran and
traditions whereas, in fact, the prophetic traditions and sayings of
prominent Muslim scholars, who lived in the early period of Islam,
are replete with metaphors and words used in their figurative
meanings. Additionally, it is not true to say that there are no words
in the Quran to be detached from their meanings as it will result in
a contradiction. Moreover, the detaching of words from the
meanings can lead to denial of the verses of the Quran only when it
results in the negation of the real meaning while the permissibility
of removing the figurative meaning is a sign of identifying the real
meaning from the figurative one. It goes without saying that there
are verses in the Quran which cannot be said to have been used in
their real meanings, or else, the verses would give a wrong
meaning. Ibn al-Uthaymeen's justifications have also not helped
remove the error. Finally, although Ibn al-Uthaymeen denies
metaphors in the Quran, he has ended up interpreting "I saw myself
pressing wine" (Quran 12:36) figuratively but he has not made
mention of metaphor.

Keywords: figurative, validity of detaching a word from a
meaning, distortion, context, Ibn al-Uthaymeen.



A Study of the Signification of the Hadith
""The best of eras™ in the Genuineness of
Predecessor's Understanding

Ali Mullamusa Meybudi / Muslim Muhammadi

Some Salafists claim that it is necessary to engage in interpreting
religious texts based on the noble predecessors' perception and
understanding of religious texts such as the Quran and tradition.
One of their most important reasons is a tradition called Khayrul
Qurun (lit. the best of eras). Relying on this tradition, they believe
in the validity and genuineness of the understanding of the
companions, their disciples and successors. Although the chain of
transmission of the tradition cannot be challenged with their
principles, the significations of the tradition is questionable since
Bukhari and Muslim have abandoned the tradition with the
wording "Khayrul Qurun" while Ahmad b. Hanbal admits that the
true version of the tradition contains "khayrun naasi aqrani*. The
word "agran™ is the plural form of "girn" which means "the likes".
Thus, the hadith is not concerned with the generations of disciples.
In fact, the tradition has another authentic chain of transmission
which Muslim has mentioned in his Sahih. According to it, the
tradition includes the fourth generation of disciples onward.
Assuming that the companions, the disciples and their successors
are the best, it does not mean that each one of them is the best of
people. It signifies goodness of those in an inconspicuous and
indefinite way. Even if they are presumably the best, it does not
necessarily mean that their words and actions are authoritative; or
else it will have ramifications which Salafists themselves will not
stick to.

Keywords: Salafism, validity, Ibn Taymiyyah, understanding,
noble predecessors, century, centuries, Khayrul Qurun.
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